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On July 10, in La Pita del Carmen, Jinotega department, former contra leaders who lead armed
groups in the local area met with Interior Ministry officials. Cardinal Miguel Obando y Bravo and
representatives of the Organization of American States international verification and assistance
commission (CIAV-OEA) were also present. Francisco Valdivia ("Dimas"), commander of about 400
"recontras," told the officials: "We give you 10 days to have all the Sandinistas out of El Cua and San
Jose de Bocay." Valdivia later told Reuters, "I'm going to declare war if they don't comply. We are
going to attack on all sides." Interior Ministry official Ulises Somarriba said the former contras were
being "rather intransigent," but that he did not think the re-contras would resort to violence if their
deadline is not met. According to Somarriba, the government is attempting to replace Sandinista
forces in the area with a new rural police force comprised of government-trained former contras.
However, he noted, government efforts to demilitarize the northern region have been complicated
by logistical problems and continued violence. [Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 07/11/91; 07/12/91
report by Nicaragua Network (Washington, DC)]
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